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In 1343 Roberto d'Angiò died and was 
succeeded by his niece Giovanna. Filippo di 
Sangineto become a  member of the Regency 
Council of the Angevin Court in Naples. With 
Filippo di Sangineto the name of our region  
changed from Brahalla first to Altofiume 
(1337) and then to Altomonte (1343), in the  
period of its greatest splendour. Filippo di 
Sangineto is the most important character in 
the history of Altomonte. He was active in the 
more developed regions of Italy and France as 
wise administrator, observant diplomat, 

valiant soldier and as sensitive to the value of culture and  art as his sovereign. He 
fortified and enlarged the walls; consolidated the tower; rebuilt the monumental 
church of S. Maria della Consolazione on the old structure of S. Maria dei 
Franchi. He enriched this church with precious works of art from Naples, Rome, 
Tuscany and Provence; those of greatest importance are attributed to Simone 
Martini and Bernardo Daddi.
Filippo di Sangineto commissioned from Tino da Camaino an alabaster 
sarcophagus (still to be seen on  the Church of Santa Maria della  Consolazione) 
for his  own death, which came  about in the autumn of 1349 as a result of  the 
catastrophic black plague that decimated Italy and Europe in its first year.
Filippo di Sangineto was succeeded by  Filippo II di Sangineto who had a son, 
Giovannetto, who died in 1380 without a male heir. With Margherita di 
Sangineto, sister of Giovannetto, ended the male line of Sangineto. 
Margherita married Venceslao Sansaverino and their son Ruggero married 
Cobella Ruffo di Calabria; their nephew Luca Sanseverino was the first Prince of 
Bisignano and Signore  (Lord) of Altomonte. In 1444 Cobella Ruffo di Calabria, 
the widow of Ruggero Sanseverino, ordered the building of a large and imposing monastery adjacent to the church 
of S. Maria della Consolazione. For more than four centuries this monastery catered for most of the novices and  
students from this region. Important guests included the writer Matteo Bantello and the philosopher Tommaso 
Campanella (1568-1639), pioneer of the new age, who wrote here his first book  "De philosophia sensibus 
demonstrata" and probably also "La città del Sole" (1602). Lewis Owen, teacher of theology in Oxford and, as a 
result of protestant persecution in far-off England,  teacher in  the Sorbonne University in Paris, also come to live 
in  Altomonte.
Altomonte participated actively in the political movements and in social development of the people. In 1789, as a 
result of the French revolution, the Giacobini family, at the head of the republican movement in Altomonte, planted 
the tree of the Liberty in piazza San Francesco. The Napoleon edicts  of 1811 suppressed the religious orders and 

the Franciscans of the Minimi order had to leave their 
convent in Altomonte. Also in 1811 the king of Naples, 
Gioacchino Murat, gave control of Altomonte to the general 
Filiberto Desvernois and he built roads,  a drinkable water 
supply and developed economic activity.
With the defeat of Napoleon and the Congress of Vienna 
(1815) Ferdinando I Borbone was made king of Naples and 
Sicily (1815-25). Altomonte come under the dominion of 
the Borboni until their expulsion. Patriots from Altomonte  
joined the enterprise of the Thousand of Giuseppe Garibaldi 
(1860) and contributed to the creation of a united Italy.
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